
K N E 

Here’s the folly of the afs in trufting the fox, and here’s 
the knavery or the fox m betraying the afs. L'Eflranze 

The cunning courtier fhould be flighted too, J ^ ' 
Who with dull knavery makes fo much ado ; * 

’ f ill the fhrewd fool, by thriving too too faft, 

Like /E fop's fox, becomes a prey at laft. ’ Drvden 

2. Mifchievous tricks or pradices. In the following pafl'aie it 
feems a general term for any thing put to an ill ufe, or perhaps 
for trifling things of more coft than ufe. 1 

We’ll revel it as bravely as the beft, 

With amber bracelets, beads, and all this Wry. Shaken, 
Kna vish. adj. [from knave. J Jtf 

1. Difhoneft; wicked; fraudulent. 

’Tjs fooli& t0 conceal it at all, and kiwvijh to do it from 
friends. n. , r ^ 

n nr . n .... Jr ope i Letters. 

2. Waggifli; mifchievous. 

Here fhe comes curft and fad; 

Cupid is a knavijh lad, \ 

Thus to make poor females mad. Shake/i j 

Kna'vishly. adv. [from knavijh .] 1 J 

1. Difhoneftly ; fraudulently. 

2. Waggifhly; mifchievoufly. 

To KNEAD. V. a. [cnaeban, Saxon ; kneden, Dutch.] To beat 
or mingle any fluff or fubftance. It is feldom applied in po¬ 
pular language but to the ad of making bread. 

Here s yet in the word hereafter, the kneading, the making 
of the cakes, and theJicating of the oven. Sbakefpeare. 

It is a lump, where all beafts kneaded be ; 

Wifdom makes him an ark where all agree. Donne . 

Thus kneaded up with milk the new made man 
His kingdom o’er his kindred world began ; 

’Till knowledge mifapply’d, mifunderftood. 

And pride of empire, four’d his balmv blood. Dryden. 

One pafte of flefli on all degrees beftow’d. 

And kneaded up alike with moift’ning blood. ' Dryden. 
Prometheus, in the kneading up of the heart, feafoned it 
with fome furious particles of the lion. Addiforis Spe&ator. 
No man ever reapt his corn, 

Or from the oven drew his bread. 

Ere hinds and bakers yet were born, 

That taught them both to fow and knead. Prior. 

7 he cake fhe kneaded was the fav’rv meat. Prior. 

Kne'adingtrough. n.J. [knead and trough .] A trough in 
which the pafte of bread is worked together. 

Frogs fliail come into th y bieadingtroughs. Ex. viii. 3. 

KNEE. n. f [cneop, Saxon ; knee, Dutch J 

1. The joint of the leg where the leg is joined to the thigh. 

Thy royal father 

Was a moft fainted king: the queen that bore thee, 

Oftner upon her knees than on her feet. 

Died every day fhe liv’d. Sbakefpeare's Macbeth. 

1 have referved to myfelf feven thoufand, who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal. Ro. xi. 4. 

Scotch fkink is a kind of ftrong nourifhment, made of the 
knees and finews of beef long boiled. BacGn. 

I beg and clafp thy knees. Milton. 

Weary’d with length of ways, worn out with toil, 

Io lay down, and leaning on her knees, 

Invok’d the caufe of all her miferies ; 

And caft her languifhing regards above. 

For help from heav’n, and her ungrateful Jove. Dryden. 

Difdainful of Campania’s gentle plains, 

When for them fhe muff bend the fervile knee. Thomfon. 

2. A knee is a piece of timber growing crooked, and fo cut that 

the trunk and branch make an angle. Moxori s Mech. Exer. 

Such difpofitions are the fitted: timber to make great politicks 
of: like to knee timber, that is good for {hips that are to be 
tolled; but not for building houfes, that fhall ftand firm. Bat on. 
To Knee. v. a. [from the noun.] To fupplicate by kneeling. 
Go you that banifli’d him, a mile before his tent, fall down, 
and knee the way into his mercy. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

Return with her I 

Why, the hot-blooded France, that dow’rlefs took 
Our youngeft born : I could as well be brought 
To knee his throne, and fquire-like penfion beg. Shake/. 
Kneed, adj. [from knee.] 

1. Having knees : as in-kneed, or out-kneed. 

2. Having joints : as kneed grzfs. 

Kne'edeep. adj. [knee and deep.] 

1. Rifing to the knees. 

2. Sunk to the knees. 

The country peafant meditates no harm, 

When clad with lkins of beafts to keep him warm; 

In winter weather unconcern’d he goes, 

Almoft kneedeep, through mire in clumfey fhocs. Dryden. 
Kne'eholm. n.f. An herb. Ainfwortb. 

Kne'epan. n.J. [knee and pan.] A little round bone about 
two inches broad, pretty thick, a little convex on both fides, 
and covered with a fmooth cartilage on its forefide. It is foft 
in children, but very hard in thofe of riper years: it is called 
patelia or mola. Over it pafles the tendon of the nuifcles which 
extend the leg, to which it ferves as a pully. Chancy. 
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, J h l k T pm T ft be L fllewn > with the knitting thereof l 
afinefhadow underneath the joint. 

To Kneel, v.n. [from kneej To perform the Ja rf'’”'"'*’ 
fledion ; to bend the knee. J P S enu " 

When thou do’ft a(k me blefling, I’ll hud dow 
And afk of thee forgivenefs. Shnb v r 

Ere I was rifen from the place that fhew’d * '** 

My duty kneeling, came a reeking poft, 

Stew’d in his hafte, half breathing, panting forth 
r rom Goneril, his miftrefs, falutation. Sbak. Kins> 1 
A certain man kneeling down to him, faid, Lord, have » 
cy upon my fon ; for he is lunatick. Mat xvii 

As foon as you are d refled, kneel and fay the Lord’s prayer! 

f r ‘Taylor s Guide to Devotion 

Kneetribute. n. f. [knee and tribute.] Genufleftion; wori 
imp or obeifance fhown by kneeling. 

Receive from us 

Kneetribute yet unpaid, proftration vile. Milton 

Knel. n.f [cml, Welft, a funeral pile; cnyllan, to ring, Sax.l 
I he lound of a bell rung at a funeral. J 

I would not wifh them to a fairer death, 

And fo his knell is knoil’d. Shahfbeart 

Sea nymphs hourly ring his knell: 

H w’u n T 1 hea !' them - SM • sate/?. 

W hen he was brought again to th’ bar, to hear 
His knell rung out, his judgment, he was ftirr’d 
With fuch an agony, he fweat extremely. Shak. H. VIII. 

All thefe motions, which we faw, 

Are but as ice, which crackles at a thaw: 

Or as a lute, which in moift weather rings 

Her knell alone, by cracking of her ftrings. Donne. 

Unhappy Have, and pupil to a bell, ^ 

Which his hours work, as well as hours do tell; ( 

Unhappy ’till the laft, the kind releafing knell. Cowley. J 
At dawn poor Stella danc’d and fung; 

The am’rous youth around her bow’d : 

At night her fatal knell was rung ; 

I faw, and kifs’d her in her fhrowd. Prior, 

Knew. The preterite of know. 

Knife, n f. plu r. knives, [cniy, Sax. kniff, Daniflu] An in- 
ftrument edged and pointed, wherewith meat is cut, and ani¬ 
mals killed. 

Come, thick night, 

And pall thee in the dunneft finoke of hell, 

That my keen knife fee not the wound it makes. Shakefp. 

Bleft powers, forbid thy tender life 
Should bleed upon a barbarous knife. CraJhaw. 

The facred priefts with ready knives bereave 
The beaft of life, and in full bowls receive 
The ftreaming blood. Dryden’s Bn. 

Ev’n in his fleep he ftarts, and fears the knife, 

And, trembling, in his arms takes his accomplice wife. Dryd. 
Pain is not in the knife that cuts us; but we call it cutting 
in the knife, and pain only in ourfelves. Watts. 

KNIGHT, n.f. [cnijrc, Sax. knecht , Germ, a fervant, or pupil.] 

1. A man advanced to a certain degree of military rank. It was 
anciently the cuftom to knight every man of rank or fortune, 
that he might be qualified to give challenges, to fight in the 
lifts, and to perform feats of arms. In England knighthood 
confers the title of fir: as, fir Thomas, fir Richard. When 
the name was not known, it was ufual to fay fir knight. 

.That fame knight's own fword this is of yore, 

Which Merlin made. Spenfer. 

Sir knight, if knight thou be, 

Abandon this foreftalled place. Spenfer. 

When every cafe in law is right, 

No fquire in debt, and no poor knight. Shak. King Lear. 

Pardon, goddefs of the night, 

Thofe that flew' thy virgin knight ; 

For the which, with fongs of woe, . 

Round about her tomb they go. _ , fthakejp. 

This knight ; but yet why fhould I call him knight, 

To give impiety to this rev’rent ftile. Daniel s Civil at. 

No fquire with knight did better fit 
In parts, in manners, and in wit. . 1 ra \ 

2. Among us the order of gentlemen next to the nobility, excep 


Addifn. 


the baronets. 

The knight intends to make his appearance. 

3. A champion. 

Fie fuddenly unties the poke, 

Which out of it fent fuch a fmoke, 

As ready was them all to choke. 

So grievous was the pother ; 

So that the knights each other loft. 

And flood as ftill as any poft. 

Did I for this my country bring 
To help their knight againft their king. 

And raifethe firft fedition ? . . 

Knight Errant. [ chevalier errant.] A wandering * o 
one who went about in queft of adventures. 

Like a bold knight errant did proclaim T),nham. 

Combat to all, and bore away the dame. v The 


Drayton 


Denham • 




Hudibras. 
The character or 
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The ancient errant knights 
Won all their miftreffes in fights ; 

They cut whole giants into fritters. 

To put them into am’rous twitters. 

Knight Errantry, [from knight errant .] 

manners of wandering knights. . , 

That which with the vulgar paffes for courage is a brutilh 
fort of knight errantry , feeking out needlefs encounters. Norris. 
Knight of the Poft. A hireling evidence. 

There are knights of the poft , and holy cheats enough, to fwear 
the truth of the broadeft contradictions, where pious frauds 
fhall give them an extraordinary call. South's Sermons. 

Knight of the Shire. One of the reprefentatives of a 
county in parliament: he formerly was a military knight, but 
now any man having an eftate in land of fix hundred pounds 
a year is qualified. 

To Knight, v.a. [from the noun.] To create one a knight, 
which is done by the king, who gives the perfon kneeling a 
blow with a fword, and bids him rife up fir. 

Favours came thick upon him: the next St. George’s day 
he was knighted. IVotton. 

7 he lord proteftor knighted the king; and immediately the 
king flood up, took the fword from the lord proteCtor, and 
dubbed the lord mayor of London knight. Hayward. 

7'he hero William, and the martyr Charles, 

One knighted Blackmore, and one penfion’d Quarles. Pope. 
Kni'ghtlv. adj. [from knight.] Befitting a knight; befeem- 
ing a knight. 

Let us take care of your wound, upon condition that a more 
knightly combat fhall be performed between us. Sidney. 

How dares your pride prefume againft my laws ? 

As in a lifted field to fight your caufe: 

Unafk’d the royal grant, no marfhal by. 

As knightly rites require, nor judge to try. Dryden. 

Kni'ghthood. n.f. [from knight.] The charaCler or dignity 
of a knight. 

For that fame knight’s own fword this is of yore, 

Which Merlin made by his almighty art, 

For that his nourfling, when he knighthood fwore, 
Therewith to doen his foes eternal fmart. Fairy Queen. 

Speak truly on thy knighthood , and thine oath, 

And fo defend thee heaven and thy valour. Shak. R II. 

Is this the fir, who fome wafte wife to win, 

A knighthood bought, to go a wooing in Ben. fobn/on. 

If you needs muft write, write Caefar’s praife. 

You’ll gain at leaft a knighthood, or the bays. Pope. 

Kn i ; ghtle ss.adj. [from knight.] Unbecoming a knight. Obfolete. 
Arife, thou curfed mifereant. 

That haft with knightlefs guile, and treacherous train. 

Fair knighthood foully fhamed. Fairy Queen. 

To KNIT. v. n. prefer, knit ox knitted, [cnittan, Saxon.] 

1. To make or unite by texture without a loom. 

Sleep, that knits up the ravell’d fleeveof care. 

The birth of each day’s life, fore labour’s bath, 

Balm of hurt minds. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

A thoufand Cupids in thofe curls do fit; 

Thofe curious nets thy {lender fingers knit. TValler . 

2. To tye. 

5 Sencl for the county ; go tell him of this ; 

I’ll have this knot knit up to-morrow morning. Sbakefpeare. 

3. Tojoin; to unite. 

His gall did grate for grief and high difdain, 

And, knitting all his force, got one hand free. Fa. Queen. 

Thefe, mine enemies, are all knit up 
In their diftradions : they are in my power. Sbakefpeare. 

O let the vile world end. 

And the premifed flames of the laft day 
Knit earth and heav’n together. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Lay your highnefs’ 

Command upon me; to the which my duties 
Are with a moft indiffoluble tye 

For ever hit. 01 7 /1 , , 

tl- „ 11 , , . Shakefp. Macbeth . 

I his royal hand and mine are newly knit. 

And the conjunction of our inward fouls 

w 3 T ed „ m 'f ague ’ cou P led and Iink ' d together 
With all religious ftrength of facred vows. 

By the fimplicity of Venus’ doref'” ‘ 

By that which kmtteth fouls, and profpe’rs loves. ShakeCp 
you. ye be COme P eaccab, y> mlne heart fhall be knit umo 

in That their hearts might be comforted, being^'togethe^ 

the H firmeft ^ matbema ticaily demonftrate 

roof SS 0f the upper timbers > w hich make the 

uf ur n t [ rid ^ and r pi t nce > in Archi,eC1 - 

?het tw? Heart t0 y ° U ^ afld " g B Z 
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Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 
In a light fantaftick round. Milton. 

God gave feveral abilities to feveral perfons, that each 
might help to fupply the publick needs, and, by joining to fill 
up all wants, they be knit together by juftice, as the parts of 
the world are by nature Tayl r's Rule of livv g holy. 

Nature cannot knit the bones while the parts are under a 
difeharge. IVifemaris Surgery. 

3. To contrad. 

What are the thoughts that knit thy brow in frowns. 
And turn thy eyes fo coldly on thy prince. Addijon's Cato. 

4. To tie up. 

He faw heaven opened, as it had been a great fheet knit 
at the four corners, and let down to the earth. Ails x. II. 

To Knit. v. n. 

1. To weave without a loom. 

A young fhepherdefs knitting and Tinging: her voice com¬ 
forted her hands to work, and her hands kept time to her 
voice’s mufick. Sidney. 

Make the world diftinguifh Julia’s fon 
From the vile offspring of a trull, that fits 
By the town-wall, and for her living knits. Dryden. 

2. Tojoin; to clofe ; to unite. 

Our fever’d navy too 

Have knit again, and float, threat’ning moft fea-like. Shak. 

Knit, n.f [from the verb.] Texture. 

Let their heads be fleekly comb’d, their blue coats brufh’d, 
and their garters of an indifferent knit. Shakej t eare . 

Kni'tter. n.f. [from knit. ] One who weaves or knits. 

The fpinfters and the knitters in the lun, 

And the free maids that weave their thread with bones. 

Do ufe to chant it. Sbakefpeare's Twelfth Night . 

KnFttingneedle. n.f [knit and needle.] A wire which w'O- 
men ufe in knitting. 

He gave her a cuff on the ear, fhe would prick him with 
her knittingneedle. Arbuthnot's Hift. of John Bull. 

Kni'ttle. n. f [from knit.] A firing that gathers a purfe 
round. Ainfworth. 

KNOB. n.f. [ cnaep, Saxon; knoop, Dutch.] A protube¬ 
rance , any part bluntly rifing above the reft. 

Juft before the entrance of the right auricle of the heart 
is a remarkable knob or bunch, raifed up from the fubjacent 
fat; by the interpofition whereof the blood falling clown by 
the defeending vein is diverted into the auricle. Ray. 

Kno'bbed. adj. [from knob.] Set with knobs; having protu¬ 
berances. 

The horns of a roe deer of Greenland are pointed at the 
top, and knobbed or tuberous at the bottom. Grew . 

Kno bbiness. n.J. [from nobby. ] The quality of having knobs. 

Kno'bby adj. [from knob.] 

1. Full of knobs. 

2. Hard ; ftubborn. 

The informers continued in a knobby kind of obftinacy, re¬ 
viving ftill to conceal the names of the authors. Hoioel. 

To Knock, v. n. [cnuc.an, Saxon ; cnoce , a blow, Welfh.] 

1. To clafh ; to be driven fuddenly together. 

Any hard body thruft forwards by another body contiguous 
without knocking, giveth no noife. Bacon's NaL Hift. 

They may fay, the atoms of the chaos being varioufly 
moved according to this catholick law, muft needs knock 
and interfere. . Bentley's Sermons. 

2. 1 o beat, as at a door for admittance. 

Villain, I fay knock me at this gate, 

A nd rap me well; or I’ll knock your knave’s pate. Shak. 

Whether to knock againft the gates of Rome, 

Or rudely viflt them in parts remote, 

T T ITl the ?’ , er t 6 d ? ftr ° y ’ Shakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

i bid the rafeal knock upon your gate. 

And could not get get him for my heart to do it. SJoakefp. 

ror harbour at a thoufand doors they knock'd. 

Not one of all the thoufand but was lock’d. Dryden 

Knock at your own breaft, and afk your foul. 

If thofe fair fatal eyes edg’d not your fword. Dryden 

3 ‘ J man °. C n "Tu A common “preffion, that denotes when 
a man yields or lubmits. 

To Knock, v. a. 

1. To affect or change in any refpea by blows. 

How do you mean removing him \ 

-—Why, by making him incapable of Othello’s olace - 
knocking out his brains. cj? , %Tf r • 

inftrudt his family in ev’ry rule 

1 tTKT his , wife t0 church, his fon to fchool. Dryden 

2. To daft together; to ftrike, to collide with a ftarp noife 

She , 6 A the C °° k &W m r i aws thus knock it, P 

Khll h T Tk a P ? ncake ° fmy P° cket - Cleaveland. 

On theT h | a ”u h L h f fpear ’ and P ierc ’ d his hreaft: 

On the hard earth the Lycian knock'd his head. 

And lay fupine; and forth the fpirit fled. 
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Dryden . 
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